
Noon Bible Study: 1 kings 16 
“Chaos in Israel” 
 
1 Kings 16:1-7- Prophecy Against Baasha’s House 
 

To be eaten by dogs or birds implies a dishonorable death. For a king to die in this way would be even more significant.  
 
1 Kings 16:8-14 - Elah, son of Baasha becomes king 
 

Zimri, Elah’s chariot commander conspires against him. Zimri kills Elah while Elah was “drinking himself drunk” (v. 9). Zimri 
becomes king in his place and with his first act as king, kills all of Baasha’s house. This fulfilled the prophecy of Jehu (v. 2-4) 
 
Biography: son of Baasha. Reigned for 2 years from the city of Tirzah during the 26th year of Asa’s reign in the southern kingdom 
of Judah. He was killed by Zimri.  
 
Spiritual Matters: Elah is mentioned briefly as having followed after the “sins of Baasha” (his father) in 16:13. The text says 
that “they did evil and ...made Israel sin, provoking the LORD God of Israel to anger with their idols” (v 13). He will be killed in 
an act of divine punishment.  

 
1 Kings 16:15-20 - The Brief Reign of Zimri 
 

After only 7 days as king, the people of Israel rejected Zimri as a result of his conspiracy and murder of the previous king 
(Elah). They made Omri, the commander of the army king instead and Omri led a military rebellion and siege against Zimri. 
Remember Zimri was the “commander of half (the king’s) chariots” (v. 9). His rebellion against king Elah would have been treason 
to his commanding officer as well, the man just appointed as the new king by the people (Omri, v. 16).  

 
Realizing the reversal of his fortunes, Zimri, surely overwhelmed with panic, flees to his palace and sets the place on fire, 
resulting in his death.  

 
Biography: Zimri ruled for 7 days during the 27th year of Asa king of Judah. He was formerly a mid level commander in Elah’s 
army. He commits suicide via arson of his own house. Omri, the leading general of Elah’s army becomes king in his place.  

 
Spiritual Matters: Zimri was used by God to enact punishment against the house of Baasha. However, he was not much different 
than his predecessors, as he too did “evil in the sight of the LORD, walking in the way of Jeroboam…” (v. 19).  

 
1 Kings 16:21-28 - Omri becomes king  
 

Biography: At the beginning of Omri’s reign he finds he must fend off a rival to his throne (Tibni the son of Ginath). He prevails 
(v. 22) and became king, for 12 years, during the 31st year of Asa’s reign. It is during Omri’s reign that the city of Samaria will 
become the capital of Israel. Samaria will remain the predominate city (and the counterpart to Judah’s Jerusalem) until the 
kingdom is defeated by Assyria. There is some extra-Biblical evidence that Omri was politically significant beyond what the 
Biblical narrative tells. His family dynasty will rule over Israel for more than 100 years.  
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Spiritual Matters: “Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, and acted more wickedly than all who were before him”. He followed 
after the ways of Jeroboam (v. 25-26).  

 
1 Kings 16:29-33, 34 - Ahab becomes king 
 

Biography: Ahab will succeed his father Omri and rule over Israel from its new capital Samaria for 22 years. He married Jezebel, a 
Sidonian princess. He became king during the 38th year of King Asa of Judah. We will learn more about Ahab’s reign in 1 Kings 17-22.  

 
Spiritual Matters: “Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, more than all who were before him” (v. 30) 

 
v. 31 (NLT) - “And as though it were not enough to follow the sinful example of Jeroboam, he married Jezebel, the 
daughter of King Ethbaal of the Sidonians, and he began to bow down in worship of Baal.” 

 
v. 34 - one of the evils that was done during the time of Ahab was that a man named Hiel of Bethel was allowed to begin 
to rebuild the city of Jericho. As a result, Hiel lost two of his sons. This was foretold by Joshua at the destruction of 
Jericho’s walls at the beginning of the Canaanite conquest.  

 
Joshua 6:26 - “Then Joshua made them take an oath at that time, saying, "Cursed before the LORD is the man who rises up 
and builds this city Jericho; with the loss of his firstborn he shall lay its foundation, and with the loss of his youngest 
son he shall set up its gates."” 
 

The mere fact that this was done by someone from the biological descendants of Abraham is astonishing. Clearly the word of the LORD has 
been forgotten and rejected. Clearly every man is right in his own eyes.  
 

ESV Study Bible (on Joshua 6:24): “Jericho represents God’s judgment on Canaan, and the continuing presence of its ruins is to 
serve as a warning to Israel. Any attempt to rebuild and refortify the city, therefore, will suggest defiance of the Lord’s rule.” 

 
Just when you thought things couldn't get any worse, Ahab, the son of Omri becomes king. Ahab will be one of, if not the, worst kings of 
Israel. With the help of his evil wife Jezebel, he will lead during a time of great abomination. Yet, it is during the reign of this horrid 
king that the LORD will raise up the great prophet Elijah to speak for the LORD and stand for the ways and renown of the true God.  
 
This is a very depressing chapter! The great lesson we learn is that idolatry is no joke or casual sin in the LORD’s eyes and that chaos is 
the state of humanity when they forsake the LORD and His ways.  
 
Though it is easy to look at this chapter with disdain, we should ask ourselves how different is our generation from the generation of 1 
King's 16?  Is our land filled with those who worship the LORD or more representative of those who follow after their own imagined god or 
their own version of who they think the LORD is? Are we a people that follows after the way of “David” or the way of “Jeroboam”? And 
perhaps the LORD can use the sad chaos of this chapter to stir our hearts to not be comfortable with how things are in the world around 
us today. Maybe the LORD will raise up a new Elijah from among us to “declare the word of the LORD”. 
 
Though referring specifically to John the Baptist, may we long for the spirit of Elijah in our own day… 
 

Malachi 6-4:5  - “"Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD. 
He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that I will not 
come and smite the land with a curse."” 
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